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Things You Need to Know

-

Cool climate care

With a few simple arrangements, desert tortoises can live safely in a
climate cooler than their natural range.

Refer to the Hibernation/Brumation section of “Desert Tortoises:
Adoption and Care” for general brumation information and care.

2: Tortoises need to brumate (hibernate) indoors from approximately September/October to
about mid-April to May, especially when night temperatures fall below 40°F outside.

2+ In the spring and fall, when temperatures fall below 40°F at night, a tortoise can be
outdoors during the day but must be moved indoors at night to a special space you provide.

2+ In spring and fall, you will always need to keep a close eye on the weather.

7+ You will want a burrow that allows you to reach inside to remove the tortoise when needed.

Where Should my Tortoise Spend
the Winter?

Fo

o
o
o
Wooden and cardboard tortoise brumation
boxes in storage area kept at 40-50°F.
Handy thermometer nearby.
o
o)

Tortoises spend the winter months
brumating. Since the ground freezes, it is
too cold for them to stay outdoors in
northern Nevada.

No outdoor burrow is adequate.

Your tortoise needs a safe place indoors
where the temperature will stay between
40°F and 50°F. You will want to check
temperatures weekly with a thermometer.
House the tortoise in a wooden or plastic
opaque (not clear) storage bin that is sturdy
and big enough for the tortoise to turn
around, but not climb out of.

Make sure there is a little air circulation or
that the top is on loosely. A cardboard box
can be used but is not as sturdy as wood or
plastic. A snhug box with a low ceiling
simulates a good burrow and prevents loss
of moisture.

Cover the bottom with folded newspaper
(not shredded).

Never allow a sick tortoise to go into
brumation. You will need to keep it up and
treat the tortoise over the winter.
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How and when do | transfer my tortoise inside in fall?

2+ In the weeks leading up to brumation, soak your tortoise several times to provide
good hydration for the winter.

2+ Allow your tortoise to go into brumation in its burrow. It will come out less and less
often. Itis probably brumating when it has not come out during the day for at least
one week, depending on the weather.

2z Reach into the burrow and pull the tortoise out. The tortoise should be nice and cool.
Place the tortoise in its box, and put the box in your indoor storage area.

2:  During the winter, monitor the temperature and check on the tortoise weekly.

How do | bring my tortoise
out in spring?

2+ In mid- April to May, when outdoor
temperatures reach 70°F or 75°F,
move your tortoise to an area that is
55°F - 60°F. When your tortoise starts
to stir, take it outside on nice
(not windy) days when the daytime
temperatures reach 70°F or 75°F.

~  Keep asharp eye on the weather for a Soak your tortoise 20-30 minutes in

cold snap. o ) lukewarm water several times before
7+ You can leave your tortoise in its burrow if and after brumation.

the nighttime temperature does not drop
below 40°F.

Z:  Cover the burrow opening at night with a
blanket to retain the heat.

2z A thermometer in the burrow can be a
big help.

2+ If the temperature gets cold (below 40°F ),
or windy, bring the tortoise in for the night.

Zx  On a nice warm day, give your tortoise a
spring soak!
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