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THANK YOU to the many 
volunteer contributors for this 

edition of Tortoise Group News. 
 

Tortoise Group depends on the 
efforts of amazing volunteers to 

help improve the lives of pet 
tortoises and protect the wild 
population.  There are many 

opportunities to share your talents 
with TG. To get started, complete 

an interest form at 
tortoisegroup.org/volunteer/  

or email Amber at 
amberroche@tortoisegroup.org 

 

ADOPTION STORIES 
Tortoise Group is honored to share your stories this month along 
with some fun tortoise tips.  We hope you enjoy this edition of 
Tortoise Group News.  To read more stories, visit our Facebook 

Page and our website at TortoiseGroup.Org 

 
I've been living with and working at adopting out desert 

tortoises for 30 years now and they never cease to 
amaze me, especially some of the comical and 

interesting things that they do.  Hummer, approximately 
20 pounds of spoiled desert tortoise will beg at the 

refrigerator, and I do mean beg!  He will sit in front of 
the refrigerator and when the door opens he will stand 
up on all four legs and stretch out his neck hoping to see 
what is coming out of there...with any luck a goody for 
him.  You see, on occasion I will pick dandelions from a 
friendΩs yard and put them in baggies and put a damp 

paper towel in with them to keep them moist for 
snacks...I have even transported dandelions from my 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ !ƭŀǎƪŀ όǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƎǊƻǿϥŜƳ ōƛƎύ ǘƻ 
Nevada for my kids (tortoises).  Thank goodness no 

problems with security!!!  My tortoises have learned 
how to work sliding glass doors with no problems so 

during the season they can come and go as they please. 
~Cheryl Darnell from Northern Nevada 

 

 

Tortoise Group 

educates and 

advocates for the 

protection and well-

being of the desert 

tortoise. 

Tortoise Group is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) 

organization since 1982. 

Welcome to Summer!   

Tortoise Group is committed to being 
and staying green by publishing only 
electronic versions of the newsletter.  

All newsletters, including past 
editions, can be found at 

TortoiseGroup.Org   
 

You can also register to receive email 
updates on our website or by emailing 

help@tortoisegroup.org   
 

Thank you for helping us keep our 
planet healthy! 

Kobbe Shaw, Executive Director 

 

http://www.tortoisegroup.org/
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FREE Desert Tortoise 
Microchipping & Health Clinic 

 

Presented by Tortoise Group, US Fish & Wildlife and  
Nevada Department of Wildlife 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 14, 2016 

10am ς 2 pm 

±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ [ŜƛǎǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

101 Pavilion Center Drive, Room 6, Las Vegas 89144 

 

Please bring your tortoise in a high sided box or tote.  

Please avoid feeding or soaking your tortoise prior to this event. 

 

As with any pet, do not leave a tortoise in an 

unattended car.  They can die from overheating. 

 

For more info: info@TortoiseGroup.org 

 

Free Registration ς Free Health Check  

Free Shell Tag ς Free Care Information  

Sterilization Information & Sign Up 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tortoise Food Satellite Sellers 

Is your tortoise hungry?  Please contact 
sellers directly to pick up Tortoise 

Food.  TG Members receive a discount 
and a percentage of each sale benefits 
Tortoise Group.  Thank you for caring 
for your tortoise and supporting the 

efforts of Tortoise Group. 

Nellis & OwensΧΧ..ΧΧΧΦΧΦDŜorgi (702)459-1274 

5ǳǊŀƴƎƻ ϧ DǊŀƴŘ ¢ŜǘƻƴΧΧΧ/ŀǘƘȅ όтлнύооф-5012 

/ǊŀƛƎ ϧ /ƛƳƳŀǊƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦ!ƴƴƛŜ όтлнύолс-5096 

5ŜŎŀǘǳǊ ϧ DƻǿŀƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ¢ƻƴƛ όтлнύнтт-6179 

wŀƛƴōƻǿ ϧ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΧΧΧΦΦΦWŀƳƛŜ όтлнύнон-6289 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴ ϧ /ŀǎƛƴƻ /ŜƴǘŜǊΧΦ¢Ǌƛƭƭŀ όтлнύрну-2237 

2-15 & W ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƴŀΧΧΧΦΦΦΦ!ǘƘŜƴŀ όтлнύсун-0307 

2-мр ϧ { 5ŜŎŀǘǳǊΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦ/ŀǊƻƭȅƴ όтлнύоту-6514 

2-мр ϧ ²ƛƴŘƳƛƭƭΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧ5iana (801)510-3526 

wǳǎǎŜƭƭ ϧ tŜŎƻǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ{ƘŜǊǊƛ όтлнύооф-9821 

Lake Mead & Van Wagenen..Peggy (702)281-3048 

.ƻǳƭŘŜǊ /ƛǘȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦ/ŀǊƻƭ όтлнύнфо-6494 

Pahrump.................................Sheri (775)727-5557 

{ǇŀǊƪǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧYȅƳ όттрύтсн-3418 

{Φ wŜƴƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ¢ƻƴȅŀ όттрύ813-0050 

DŀǊŘƴŜǊǾƛƭƭŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦ¢ǊƛŎƛŀ όттрύпрл-2259 

 

You can also shop at our online store 
24/7 tortoisegroup.org 

No computer?  Call Susan (702)458-8382 

 
Business Locations 

(Member pricing not available ς tax added to price) 
 

Boca Park Animal Hospital 
/ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴ ϧ wŀƳǇŀǊǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦόтлнύстр-7000 
 

Creature Comforts Animal Hospital 
Ann Rd & US-фрΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧόтлнύсру-7339 
 

Lone Mountain Animal Hospital 
Rainbow & US-фрΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦόтлнύспр-3116 
 

Aloha Animal Hospital 
{ ¢ƻǊǊŜȅ tƛƴŜǎ ϧ ²ŀǊƳ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎΧΦΧΦόтлнύрст-5222 
 

 

Remember to soften your 
tortoise food with water until it 

is a juicy mash. Do not feed 
them dry pellets. Form it into a 

wedge for easy biting! 
Yuuuummmy!!!    

http://www.tortoisegroup.org/
mailto:info@TortoiseGroup.org
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[ƻƻƪ ²ƘƻΩǎ wŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ !5ht¢95ΗΗΗ 

 

Georgia is a pretty girl.  She is a 
little shy at first and warms up to 
people quickly. 

Lucy (aka Lucy Lu) has a beautiful 
shell.  {ƘŜΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 

follow you around! 

 

 

Sheldon is a special needs tortoise.  
His legs are weak due to a previous 
ƛƴƧǳǊȅΦ  IŜΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
great guy! 

 

These beautiful tortoises are waiting at the temporary shelter to find 

their custodian.  If you or someone you know is ready to provide a  

habitat for one of these or the many tortoises available for adoption, 

please contact Sarah, our TG Adoption Specialist, at  

sarah@tortoisegroup.orgΦ  {ƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀ ȅŀǊŘ  

consultation and make recommendations on how your yard can be  

tortoise friendly.  Her goal is to make sure at least 100 tortoises  

find their forever homes this summer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tortoisegroup.org/
mailto:sarah@tortoisegroup.org
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ADOPTION STORY OF THE MONTH 

 GRACIE GIRL 
(As told by Gracie) 

 
 Last month, my custodian in Pahrump 

contacted Tortoise Group because they could 
no longer care for me.  A few days later, a really 
nice man, who said his name was Kobbe, came 
and got me and took me for a ride in his car.  He 
said we were going to Las Vegas.  It was really 
ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘ 

lights of Las Vegas that people always talk 
about. 

 

In Las Vegas, I got to meet Sarah and she took 
me to a Tortoise Group Meeting.  I think that 

meeting was all about me because they let me 
walk around the entire room (which was huge) 

and everyone patted me and told me how 
beautiful I was.   

 

Sarah put my tag on in case I get lost.  She said 
that was just as important as microchipping.  I 
ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦŦΣ ōǳǘ 
Sarah insisted and she told me I was a good girl 

for holding still.   
 

After the meeting, I got to go home with my 
new family.  They made me a fabulous burrow 
and they let me follow them all over the yard 

and even sometimes in the house.  They are so 
much fun and they love me a lot.  They tell me 
all the time how happy I make them.  I am so 

happy they adopted me.  L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
imagined a better home or family!   

 

Thank you, Tortoise Group, for finding me the 
perfect family to call my own. 

 

FEATURED TORTOISE - TOKYO ZEN 

 

I'm a hypocrite! As an avid hiker and animal lover, I 

marveled at the times I would see a wild tortoise in 

the desert. Soon though, those sightings came less 

often, and then not at all. I cursed the new gravel 

pit and housing development that took 'my' 

tortoises away. Then, after twenty years in the 

same house, I bought a new-build home--beyond 

the suburbs--in the northern outskirts of town--

where tortoises used to live! And so now I am one 

of THEM.  The least I could do was offer a tort a 

new home. A few backyard accommodations later, 

Tokyo Zen joined our family. A more content soul I 

have never met. A more blessed hypocrite I have 

never been. 

~ Tari Hawks 
 

PS: If your spouse isn't as excited about adopting as 

you are, include his/her heritage in the tort's 

name--works every time (wink)! 
 
 

Submit pictures of your tortoise to be featured on 
Tortoise Tuesdays to info@tortoisegroup.org or 

through any of our social media outlets. 
 

Thank you 

Tortoise Group Partners 

Golden Tortoise Society 
Members can be assured 

their beloved desert tortoise 
pet will be cared for and 
adopted to a loving home 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƴΩǎ 

death if no person is 
designated or able to provide 

their care.  Contact 
info@tortoisegroup.org for a 
free consultation with a local 

estate planning attorney.  

http://www.tortoisegroup.org/
mailto:info@tortoisegroup.org
mailto:info@tortoisegroup.org
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²Ŝ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻǊǘƻƛǎŜΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎƴŀŎƪ ǿŀǎΦ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΗ 

             

 

                

 

                    

 

Visit us on Facebook and share your tortoise stories and photos! 

Doby Doc devouring daisies! 

Kami browsing for dandelions. 

Rodeo munching on 
grape leaves. 

Otis devours kale. 

! 

Shelley loves her juicy tortoise mash. 
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